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Abstrak

Pendidikan Islam telah lama memainkan peran penting dalam membentuk perkembangan etika dan
moral generasi muda Muslim. Hal ini bukan hanya sekedar kegiatan akademis, namun merupakan
proses penting untuk menumbuhkan generasi yang cerdas, saleh, dan beretika. Dengan adanya
tantangan dari teknologi modern, globalisasi, dan revolusi industri, peran pendidikan Islam menjadi
semakin kompleks. Makalah ini mengeksplorasi bagaimana kurikulum pendidikan Islam berkontribusi
pada pembentukan karakter di kalangan pemuda Muslim. Dengan mengkaji lingkungan pendidikan
utama seperti pesantren, pendidikan keluarga, dan lembaga pendidikan Islam modern, makalah ini
menyoroti peran penting nilai-nilai Islam dalam membina individu yang bertanggung jawab, berempati,
dan bermoral. Penelitian ini menggunakan berbagai perspektif keilmuan untuk mengeksplorasi kondisi
pendidikan Islam saat ini dan potensinya untuk beradaptasi dengan tantangan modern.

Kata Kunci: Pendidikan Islam, Pembentukan Karakter, Kurikulum Islam, Generasi Muslim, Pendidikan

Moral Pesantren
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Abstract

Islamic education has long played a vital role in shaping the ethical and moral development of Muslim
youth. It is not merely an academic pursuit but an essential process for cultivating a well-rounded, pious,
and ethical generation. In light of the challenges presented by modern technology, globalization, and
the industrial revolution, the role of Islamic education becomes increasingly complex. This paper
explores how the Islamic educational curriculum contributes to the formation of character among
Muslim youth. By examining key educational settings such as Islamic boarding schools, family education,
and modern Islamic educational institutions, the paper highlights the pivotal role of Islamic values in
fostering responsible, empathetic, and morally grounded individuals. The study draws upon various
scholarly perspectives to explore the current state of Islamic education and its potential to adapt to
modern challenges.

Keywords: /slamic Education, Character Formation, Islamic Curriculum, Muslim Generations, Moral

Education, Islamic Boarding Schools

INTRODUCTION

The role of education in shaping the character of individuals is universally
acknowledged. However, in the Islamic context, education takes on a deeper meaning. It is
not simply about acquiring knowledge but involves a holistic approach that encompasses
both intellectual and moral development. Islamic education, rooted in the teachings of the
Qur'an and Hadith, seeks to nurture individuals who embody the values of Islam in their
everyday lives. These values include honesty, integrity, patience, respect for others, and
empathy.

In Muslim-majority countries, particularly in Indonesia, Islamic education plays a
significant role in molding the moral fabric of society. This is especially true in the face of
rapid technological advancement, economic changes, and the challenges posed by
globalization. While modern education often focuses on academic and professional success,
Islamic education places equal, if not greater, importance on the development of personal
character. This article will explore how the Islamic educational curriculum contributes to
character development, examining the various mechanisms that facilitate this
transformation, including formal schooling, family values, and religious institutions like

Islamic boarding schools.

The Importance of Islamic Education in Shaping Character
At the core of Islamic education is the idea of 7a d/b—education that fosters not only

intellectual growth but also moral development. Islamic education emphasizes the
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cultivation of values that enable individuals to contribute positively to society. It is through
this framework that Muslim youth are prepared to face the challenges of the modern world
with strong moral and ethical grounding.

In Indonesia, for example, Islamic education is seen as a way of addressing social issues
such as corruption, lack of discipline, and ethical misconduct. By integrating Islamic
principles into the curriculum, educators seek to instill in students the importance of social
justice, empathy, and personal responsibility. llyas et al. (2024) stress that Islamic education
is indispensable for building the superior character of the younger generation, emphasizing
the role of religious education in character formation.

One of the most important characteristics of Islamic education is its dual focus:
academic excellence and character development. This balance ensures that students are not
only equipped with knowledge but also possess the ethical frameworks necessary for
applying that knowledge in a responsible way. The integration of both components is seen
as essential for the development of well-rounded individuals capable of contributing

meaningfully to society.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employs a qualitative approach, focusing on the analysis of key scholarly
articles that address the role of Islamic education in character formation. Through a
literature review, this study synthesizes the findings of various researchers who have
explored the intersection of Islamic education and character education. The sources for this
research include studies conducted by llyas et al. (2024), Jubba et al. (2022), Taufik (2020),
and others, who provide valuable insights into how Islamic education can be utilized to
foster positive moral development among Muslim youth.

In addition to academic articles, this study also considers real-world examples from
Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) and formal Islamic educational institutions to illustrate
how the theoretical principles of Islamic education are applied in practice. By examining
these diverse perspectives, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of

the role of Islamic education in shaping the character of Muslim generations.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
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Curriculum Design in Islamic Education

The design of the Islamic curriculum is pivotal in determining how effectively it
contributes to character formation. An Islamic curriculum is unique in that it combines
religious teachings with secular knowledge, ensuring that students receive a well-rounded
education. Subjects like Quranic studies, Hadith, and Islamic jurisprudence (figh) are integral
components of the curriculum, but so are subjects like mathematics, science, and history.
The purpose of this integration is to create individuals who can excel in various fields while
remaining grounded in the ethical teachings of Islam.

In Islamic schools and universities, the emphasis on moral education is woven into the
fabric of all subjects. For instance, a student learning science might be taught about the
ethical implications of scientific discoveries, ensuring that they consider the moral impact of
their work on society. Similarly, in subjects like social studies and history, students are
encouraged to reflect on the moral lessons embedded in historical events and societal
structures.

Taufik (2020) highlights the importance of adapting the Islamic curriculum to modern
challenges, particularly the demands of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The integration of
new technologies into the educational process is seen as an opportunity to enhance
learning, but it also presents a challenge in terms of ensuring that students remain
connected to their ethical roots. The Islamic educational curriculum must therefore be

dynamic, adapting to the needs of the times while staying true to its foundational values.

Role of Islamic Boarding Schools (Pesantren) in Character Education

Islamic boarding schools (pesantren) have long been a cornerstone of Islamic
education, particularly in Indonesia. These institutions are distinctive in that they provide a
structured environment where students live, study, and receive religious instruction. The
immersion in a religiously focused environment is seen as an effective way to nurture the
moral and spiritual development of students.

Jubba et al. (2022) discuss the evolving role of pesantren in the context of modern
challenges. Historically, pesantren were focused primarily on religious education, but today
they have adapted to include formal academic subjects, such as mathematics and science,
alongside traditional Islamic teachings. This integration ensures that students receive a
comprehensive education, both religious and secular, which prepares them for success in

the modern world while keeping their moral compass aligned with Islamic values.

Copyright @ Kalayo Hasibuan, Khairul Fadly, Wahyu Suhendra Waruwu



The boarding school environment itself contributes significantly to character
formation. The communal living experience fosters a sense of responsibility, discipline, and
mutual respect. Students are encouraged to practice the values they learn in the classroom
in their daily interactions with peers and teachers. The combination of religious instruction,
community living, and moral guidance ensures that students leave pesantren as individuals

who are both academically competent and ethically sound.

The Role of Family in Character Formation

While formal education plays a significant role in character formation, the influence of
the family cannot be overstated. As the first educators, parents have the primary
responsibility for instilling the foundational moral values in their children. In an Islamic
context, the family is expected to be the first place where children learn about honesty,
respect for others, and a sense of responsibility.

Afiyah et al. (2024) highlight the importance of family strategies in educating children
in the 5.0 era, emphasizing the integration of Islamic teachings into everyday life. Parents
who incorporate Islamic values into their home environment create a strong moral
foundation for their children, which can be reinforced through formal education.

Islamic teachings encourage parents to be role models for their children,
demonstrating the importance of honesty, kindness, and empathy in their own behavior.
This modeling process is essential for the development of strong character. Families that
prioritize moral and ethical education create an environment where children can thrive

spiritually, emotionally, and intellectually.

Challenges in Islamic Education

Despite its many benefits, Islamic education faces numerous challenges in the modern
world. The rapid pace of technological advancement, globalization, and the changing social
dynamics present significant hurdles to the effective implementation of Islamic education.
One of the primary challenges is the increasing secularization of society, which can
undermine the importance of religious education in shaping moral values.

The rise of digital technology also presents challenges in terms of character education.
As students become more engaged with digital devices, they are exposed to content that
may not align with Islamic values. Educators and parents must find ways to ensure that
students navigate the digital world responsibly, using technology for positive purposes while

avoiding harmful influences.
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Taufik (2020) discusses the importance of adapting Islamic education to the realities
of the digital age. Integrating digital literacy into the curriculum, while maintaining a strong
emphasis on moral education, is crucial for ensuring that students are prepared to face the

challenges of the modern world with integrity and responsibility.

CONCLUSION

Islamic education plays a central role in shaping the character of Muslim
generations. Through a curriculum that emphasizes both academic excellence and moral
development, Islamic education nurtures individuals who are capable of contributing
positively to society. The combination of religious teachings, family influence, and the
supportive environment of Islamic boarding schools ensures that students develop into
well-rounded individuals who embody the values of Islam.

As modern challenges such as globalization and technological advancement
continue to shape the world, the role of Islamic education in character formation becomes
even more crucial. By adapting to these changes while remaining grounded in its ethical
foundations, Islamic education can continue to guide generations of Muslim youth toward

becoming responsible, empathetic, and morally sound individuals.
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