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Abstrak 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk meningkatkan kemampuan menulis siswa melalui metode fishbone. 

Penelitian ini adalah penelitian tindakan kelas yang terdiri dari dua siklus. Penelitian ini terdiri dari 

empat langkah di setiap siklusnya, yaitu perencanaan, tindakan, observasi, dan refleksi. Setiap siklus 

dilaksanakan selama tiga pertemuan. Dalam mengajar menulis kepada siswa, peneliti menggunakan 

Metode Fishbone. Hal ini membuat siswa merasa mudah untuk mengorganisir ide mereka dan 

membuat siswa tertarik belajar bahasa Inggris terutama dalam menulis teks deskriptif. Objek dari 

penelitian ini adalah di SMPN 1 Tongauna. Para subjek adalah semua siswa kelas VII.1 SMPN 1 

Tongauna pada tahun akademik 2017/2018 yang terdiri dari 30 siswa. Jumlah siswa laki-laki adalah 16 

siswa dan siswa perempuan sebanyak 14 siswa. Data dikumpulkan melalui data kualitatif (lembar 

observasi) dan data kuantitatif (tes tulisan). Berdasarkan temuan data kualitatif, siswa mampu 

menghasilkan ide-ide mereka untuk menghasilkan teks deskriptif yang terorganisir dengan baik. 

Mereka juga mampu menggunakan kosakata dan tata bahasa yang tepat dalam tulisan mereka. 

Sedangkan hasil dari data kuantitatif menunjukkan bahwa rata-rata nilai siswa meningkat. Pada pre-

test, sebelum menggunakan metode fishbone, skor total siswa adalah 1120. Hanya ada 2 siswa yang 

lulus skor standar (KKM ≥ 70) sedangkan siswa yang tidak lulus skor standar (KKM ≤ 70) sebanyak 28 

siswa. Target kriteria pencapaian belum tercapai. Jika minimal 75% siswa mendapatkan skor standar 

70, maka berarti kemampuan menulis mereka meningkat. Pada siklus I, skor total siswa adalah 1775. 

Siswa yang lulus KKM sebanyak 9 siswa, kemudian 21 siswa tidak berhasil. Ini berarti kemampuan 

menulis siswa pada siklus I telah meningkat dibandingkan pre-test. Namun, siklus ini masih belum 

berhasil dan perlu ditingkatkan pada siklus II. Pada siklus II, skor total adalah 1970. Siswa yang mencapai 

kriteria keberhasilan (KKM ≥ 70) meningkat menjadi 16 siswa, sementara 14 siswa tidak berhasil. 

Kemudian pada tes berikutnya pada post-test, siswa yang mencapai kriteria keberhasilan (KKM ≥ 70) 

meningkat menjadi 23 siswa sementara 7 siswa tidak berhasil dengan skor total 2205. Berdasarkan 
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temuan hasil pada siklus II dan post tes, hal tersebut menjelaskan bahwa terdapat peningkatan yang 

signifikan pada skor menulis siswa, sehingga penelitian dihentikan. Dari hasil tersebut dapat 

disimpulkan bahwa penerapan metode fishbone dapat meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam 

menulis yang difokuskan pada aspek kosakata dan tata bahasa. 

Kata Kunci: Kemampuan Menulis, Metode Fishbone 

 

Abstract 

This research was aimed to improve students’ writing ability through fishbone method. The research 

was classroom action research that consisted of two cycles. This research was containing of four steps 

in each cycles such as planning, action, observation, and reflection. Each cycle conducted three 

meetings. In teaching writing to students, the researcher used Fishbone Method. Its to make the 

students feel easy to organize their idea and make students interested learning English especially in 

writing descriptive text. The object of this research was in SMPN 1 Tongauna. The subjects were all 

students at class VII.1 of SMPN 1 Tongauna in the academic year of 2017/2018 which consist of 30 

students. The total of male was 16 students and female consist of 14 students. The data were collected 

through qualitative data (observation sheet) and quantitative data (writing test). Based on the findings 

of qualitative data, the students were able to generate their ideas to produce well organized the 

descriptive text. They were also able to use appropriate vocabulary and grammar in their writings. 

While the result of quantitative data, the students’ mean score improved. In pre-test, before used 

fishbone method the students’ total score was 1120. It was only 2 students that pass the standard score 

(KKM ≥ 70) while the students who did not pass the standard score (KKM ≤ 70) were 28 students. It 

has not reached the target of achievement criteria. Where if minimally 75% students got standard 

score 70, it means their writing ability are improve. In cycle I, the students’ total score was 1775, the 

students who passed standard score was 9 students, then 21 students was unsuccessful. It means the 

students writing ability in cycle I had increased than pre-test. However, this cycle still was unsuccessful 

and needed to be improved in the cycle II. In cycle II, the total score was 1970. The students who 

reached the criteria of success (KKM ≥ 70) increased to 16 students while 14 students were 

unsuccessful. Then on the next test in post test, the students who reached the criteria of success (KKM 

≥ 70) increased to 23 students while 7 students were not improve with the total score was 2205. Based 

on the finding result in cycle II and post test had explained that there was a significant improvements 

in students’ writing score, its mean that the research was stopped. From the result, it can be concluded 

that the implementation of fishbone method could improve the students’ writing ability that focused 

on vocabulary and grammar aspect. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language has the important role in our daily life, because language is devices of 

communication. Without language, communication will not be perfect and will be difficult 

to share information. Along with period development, language develop too become more 

stylish and have variation. As we know, there are many language in the world and every 

country has variety language too. Such as in Indonesia that has many language and it cause 

of many tribe in Indonesia. According to BPS (Badan Pusat Statistik) 2020, there are 1211 

language in Indonesia. 

English is an international language. Therefore, english has learned in every school  in 

order to students can be able to using this international language. In Indonesia, english has 

learned from kindergarten to university level. But, there are some areas in Indonesia which 

learning English from junior high school to university level. 

English has four skill namely speaking, writing, listening, and reading, all of it should 

be mastered to reach English well. English is very important to be studied, besides English 

as an international language that holds important role in the world, it is very useful also to 

communicate with people from another country. By English we can face global life where 

the competition of job is very strict. English is the first asset to enter in the international life, 

such as marketing, business, the relations of our government and another country, etc. So, 

students’ ability in mastering English becomes an important goal in the process of teaching 

and learning English. 

Writing is one of productive skill in English, because it is part of English skill which 

produce the language. Writing is very important to create a good relation with others 

especially foreigner. To have relation or communication not only with speak directly with 

people, but we can do it with write letter, email, message. Beside it, writing very important 

in writing test because it can be judgment for our graduation too. Actually, writing not only 

for communication with other or for answer the test, but it is also for reveal our opinion or 

argument about something. 

Considering that writing skill is very important, so it is become a reason in this research. 

Then, to be a good writter is not easy, besides we recomend to have a good discussion, we 

have to get many ideas also in writing. In the school, many students who have poor ideas 

in writing. It can be happened because they are difficult to organize ideas in their writing. 

In this case, teacher have important role to help students make a good writing with teaching 

how to organize their ideas in a writing. 

Therefore, teacher need appropriate method or technique to teach students to 

organize their ideas. Such as make brainstorming, at least it can help students to organize 
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the ideas. There are some brainstorming activities in teaching writing, one of them is 

fishbone diagram/method. Fishbone method is a kind of diagram that create by Dr. Kaoru 

Ishikawa as a quality control from Japan. It is called a fishbone diagram because the shape 

of this diagram like a bone of fish. A fishbone diagram consists of three part. First, the head 

as a problem or topic which will be analyzed. Second, the body as a description of a problem 

or topic. Last, the tail as a result or conclusion of the problem or topic. So, based on 

explanation above, fishbone method is appropriate method in teaching writing, because it 

can be helped the students to express their ideas in the writing and help the students focus 

on the topic. 

In this research, the researcher choose SMPN 1 Tongauna because the students in 

there have problem with writing skill. Commonly, the problem has found at class VII.1, and 

the information has given by the teacher. Non formal discussion with the english teacher 

reveals that in English teaching and learning process especially writing skill, the teacher 

found many students who difficult in writing. It cause, lack of the ideas when the teacher 

ask them to write something like describing people, thing, animal, etc. the students waste 

their time just for think what they will write. This problem often found directly, when the 

teacher is teaching in the class. 

In relating with the problems above, the researcher interested to conduct a research 

entitled “Improving Students’ Writing Ability Through Fishbone Method at Class VII.1 of 

SMPN 1 Tonguna.” 

 

 RESEARCH METHOD 

This test was quantitative technique to collecting data. To complete the quantitative 

data, the researcher used writing test to measure the students’ ability in writing. The 

quantitative data was taken from the score of students’ writing ability by the following 

criteria: 

Tabel 1. Writing Criteria 

Component Score Criteria 

vocabulary/style 

5 

excellent to very good 

sophisticated range, effective word/idiom 

choice and usage, word from mastery, 

appropriate register. 

4 

good to average 

adequate range, effective word or idiom form, 

choice, usage but meaning confused or 

obscured. 
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3 

fair to poor 

limited range, frequent error odd word/idiom 

form, choice, usage, meaning confused or 

obscured. 

2 

poor 

essentially translation, little knowledge of 

english vocabulary, idiom, word form, or not 

enough to evaluate. 

1 

very poor 
all of aspect are not enough to evaluated. 

 

Component Score Criteria 

grammar 

5 

excellent to very good 

effective, complex contractions, few errors of 

agreement, tense, number, word, 

order/function, articles, pronouns, preposition. 

4 

good to average 

effective but simple constructions, minor 

problem complex construction, several error 

agreement, tense, number, word, 

order/function, articles, pronouns, preposition, 

but meaning seldom obscured. 

3 

fair to poor 

major problems in simple/complex construction, 

frequent error of negation, agreement, tense, 

number, word, order/function articles, pronoun, 

prepositions and /or fragment, run-ons, 

deflection or obscured. 

2 

poor 

virtually no mastery of sentence constructions 

rule, dominated by errors, does not 

communicate, or not enough to evaluate. 

1 

very poor 
all of aspect are not enough to evaluated. 

(Gelb in Buzan, 2006: 54) 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Finding of the Research 

The condition before the research was described in pre-test which conducted on 

Tuesday, March 27th 2018 at 09.20 – 10.40 a.m. The pre-test data was  used to get the 

baseline data of the research. Then, from the data of pre-test showed that many students 

who had problem in writing descriptive text. They were not able to organize their ideas well 

and they were lacking to used the variation of vocabulary, so many repetition in their 



 

Copyright @ Iin Wahyudi 

writing. These problem had become the main problem in writing descriptive text. 

Based on the data, the result of pre-test was showed the total score was 1120 and the 

average was 37,33. Then, the percentage of students that pass the KKM in pre-test was 

6,66%, it mean that only 2 students who pass the KKM ≥ 70. After knowing the result in 

pre-test, the researcher did a discussion with the english teacher to made planning for the 

next meeting (Cycle I). The pre-test data of the students’ score in writing could be seen at 

the following table below : 

Table 3. The Result of Students’ Writing Score in Pre Test 

Students 
Rater 1 Rater 2 

Total Score 
V G V G 

1 1 1 1 1 4 20 

2 1 2 2 1 6 30 

3 3 3 2 3 11 55 

4 1 1 1 1 4 20 

5 2 3 3 3 11 55 

6 3 4 4 3 14 70 

7 3 2 3 3 11 55 

8 3 3 3 3 12 60 

9 1 1 1 1 4 20 

10 1 1 1 1 4 20 

11 1 1 1 1 4 20 

12 1 2 2 3 8 40 

13 3 2 3 2 10 50 

14 4 3 4 3 14 70 

15 2 2 2 2 8 40 

16 1 1 2 1 5 25 

17 2 2 2 2 8 40 

18 3 2 3 3 11 55 

19 1 1 2 1 5 25 

20 1 1 2 1 5 25 

21 2 2 2 2 8 40 

22 1 1 1 1 4 20 

23 3 2 2 3 10 50 

24 2 2 2 2 8 40 

25 1 1 1 1 4 20 

26 2 2 3 2 9 45 
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27 1 1 1 1 4 20 

28 1 1 2 1 5 25 

29 1 1 1 1 4 20 

30 2 2 3 2 9 45 

Total 1120 

Discussion 

This research was conducted in two cycle, in each cycle consist three meetings. Then, 

the finding of this research showed the improvement of the students’ ability in writing 

descrptive text. It could be seen from the students’ score in writing before conducting the 

research to cycle 1, cycle 2, and post test. Therefore, the question of this research was “Can 

fishbone method improve the students’ writing ability at class VII.1 of SMPN 1 Tonguna ?” 

The result of this question was that fishbone method could improve the students’ ability in 

writing descriptive text. Garvey in Agus S. (2020: 15) argued fishbone method can help to 

construct some factors that associated with a particular topic and show how they can relate 

together.  It meant, the students can brainstorm their ideas about what they would write 

and write their text with related arguments, so their text can be arranged systematically. 

The improvement also had showed in activites of teacher and students, it had proved 

in the observation sheet. In the first cycle, the students was passive in the learning process. 

They were afraid to did mistake and shy to asking with the teacher about their problem. 

However, in the cycle 2 the problem was overcome. The students more active and be brave 

to respond or asking with the teacher. It happened because the effort of the researcher who 

always giving motivation and inducement to the students. Thus, the students can be able 

did the best in learning process and they had improvement during teaching and learning 

process that conducted by the researcher. 

Based on the data analysis above, the researcher found that the use of fishbone 

method in improving students’ skill in writing descriptive text was effective. The 

improvement could be seen from the students’ writing score, organizing the ideas in writing 

and the ability of making descriptive text. By analyzing those instruments and conducting 

cycles, the researcher got the students’ improvement of the writing ability. The researcher 

found that the fishbone method could improve students’ ability in writing especially writing 

descriptive text. It happened because the students use fishbone method in their learning 

process. 

Before conducting the research, the researcher found that the students’ writing ability 

is low. The students could not organize well their writing and they were not active and 

motivated in writing. After conducting cycles, the students’ score in writing ability was 
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increased in each cycle. The percentage of students’ score that pass the standard score 

before implementing the research was 6,66%. It meant only 2 students who could pass the 

standar score (≥70). After implementing the research, the students’ score that pass the 

standard score was increased 30% in cycle 1, 53,33% in cycle 2, and 76,66%  in post test. 

The graphic below illustrated the students’ improvement score before conducting the 

research (Pre Test), cycle 1, cycle 2, and post test.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In conclusion, the fishbone method was an effective way in improving students’ ability 

in writing descriptive text and could be a good way in increasing students’ awareness of 

their own learning process and progress. 

 

CONCLUSION 

1. This research had conducted in two cycles, and there were three meetings in every 

cycle. Two meetings in every cycle used to delivered the material and the last 

meeting used to evaluation. From the result of evaluation in every cycle could be 

seen the students’ score in writing before conducting the research that was pre test 

to cycle 1, cycle 2, and post test was improve. Then, in teaching writing using 

fishbone method, the students were excited in writing. They were also motivated 

and active in the classroom. They focused on the material that the researcher 

delivered. Therefore, the process of teaching and learning became more effective. 

To improve students’ writing ability especially in descriptive text the researcher as 

the teacher followed the procedures of fishbone method as follows : 

a. The students were divided in small group, four or five people in one group. 

b. Teacher gave a topic about decriptive text. 
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c. In doing the task, a student in each group have a role as writer and maker a 

fishbone diagram. 

d. Each member in group gave their ideas/opinion about the topic, and the writer 

would write the ideas into fishbone diagram. 

e. After the fishbone diagram was done, students wrote it into paragraphs.  

2. Based on the result of the research that had been done, it could be concluded that 

fishbone method can improved students’ writing ability at Class VII.1 of SMPN 1 

Tongauna. There was a significant improvement of the students’ writing ability in 

descriptive text after using fishbone method. It can be seen from the result of the 

research before using fishbone method students’ score who were able to passed 

standard score (≥70) was 2 students or 6,66%. In cycle I students’ score had 

increased 30% or 9 students passed standard score, in the cycle II students who 

passed standard score were 23 students or 76,66%, and in post test the improving 

become 86,66% or 26 students passed standard score. So, the researcher concluded 

that fishbone method could improve students’ ability in writing descriptive text at 

class VII.1 of SMPN 1 Tonguna. 
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